MODERN TIMES
Saint Arnaud, Persigny and Morny thereupon gave
orders that they should be sternly dealt with. Martial
law was proclaimed in thirty-two departments, a hundred
thousand citizens were put under arrest, and eighty-four
deputies expelled.
On the aoth December, a popular referendum, by
seven and a half million votes to six hundred thousand,
declared in favour of Louis Napoleon Bonaparte and
appointed him President for ten years. The dictator was
firmly established.
One year later, after a skilful campaign of speechifying,
and the constant repetition of the slogan 'Empire means
Peace5, the President assumed the title of Emperor. Once
more the Republic had departed.
Throughout the eighteen years of his reign Napoleon
had two predominant aims in view. First his energies
were directed towards bringing his own social and
humanitarian ideas to pass, and secondly to establishing
his dynasty on a firm basis. Abroad, he upheld his
famous nationalistic policy, took a hand in setting up
the Kingdom of Italy, intrigued, none too adroitly, in
Germany, and, together with Bismarck, who played the
part of Simple Simon, pursued the vain politique de
pourboires, with the result that, at the end of his reign,
he found himself without a single ally. Finally, he en-
gaged his military forces in the disastrous Mexican
adventure, hoping to establish an Empire there in favour
of Maximilian of Austria. To his credit, it must be
recorded that, in 1860, owing to his efforts, Savoy and
Nice were once more reunited with France.
At home, the Empire pursued a complicated policy.
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